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GuestWho? Manual

Disclaimer:
This program is free software; you can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the GNU General Public License as published by the Free Software Foundation; either version 2 of the License, or (at your option) any later version.



















This program is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; without even the implied warranty of MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  See the GNU General Public License (GPL.txt) for more details.

Introduction:

Thank you for choosing GuestWho, the new name in visitor guestbooks.
To ensure correct setup, please follow instructions in this manual carefully.

GuestWho is template based, meaning you can create your own static layout for each page, and incorporate special content tags to add dynamic information from GuestWho (e.g. date, time, etc).
In the configuration that follows, you will need to specify the physical location (path) of each template page.
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Chapter 1: Configuration

Warning:

The following describes the procedure for a custom GuestWho configuration for your site. If all files are uploaded to their default locations, as specified in the next Chapter, there should be no need to alter the majority of these settings.

If you are sure you know what you are doing, here are the instructions:

1) You should have 2 main files for the script (not including libraries, templates, or graphics).
These files are named as follows:

guestwho.cgi
- GuestWho executable CGI, this loads the necessary libraries.
gwconfig.pl
- GuestWho’s main configuration file.

2) Open gwconfig.pl, and you should see a series of variables (settings) you can specify.

These variables are divided into different groups such as "Templates" and "Options". 

These group names appear in bold before a description of each set of variables.
3) Having successfully adjusted all or any of the following settings, you may save gwconfig.pl and close it.

Note: 

If you require assistance with the above configuration or have any questions, please contact the author, Chris Ralph at the following address: webmaster@guestwho.com 

(Please allow 24 – 48 hours for a response)

A brief explanation of each group of settings follows:
Main Template Files:
 $welcomefile 
This is path to the template you would like visitors to see when they first arrive at your guestbook. This can be a relative path (e.g. cgi-bin/welcome.html) or a fully qualified path (such as "/home/sites/site123/web/cgi-bin/"). It is highly recommended that you place all templates in a directory separate of that the script itself resides in, to avoid confusion.
By default this variable is set to a relative path, pointing to the welcome.html file provided as part of the default template.
$submitfile
This is the path to the template that visitors will see when the click the link to sign the guestbook. This should contain a form with any fields you wish visitors to fill in (e.g. name, country, comments, etc.). Again this can be a relative path or a fully qualified path. 
N.B. Unlimited fields are supported with no change to the configuration.

Default setting: “templates/submit.html”
$previewfile
This is the path to the template file to use for the “Preview Entry” page. This can be either an absolute or relative path.
Default setting: “templates/preview.html”
$entriesfile
This is the path to the template you would like to use to display the entries in your guestbook. Do not include the layout for the entries themselves; this is covered in the next setting. Again this can be a relative or fully qualified path.
Default setting: “templates/entries.html”
$entrytemplate
This is the path to the template file used to display each individual entry.

This file should contain only the HTML used for each individual entry, and not the HTML for a complete page (see $entriesfile above for this).  This can be a relative or fully qualified path.

Default setting: “templates/entries_layout.txt”

$navfile
This is the file to use for the navigation menu if your site has one.

With the default template, this corresponds to the left hand navigational menu.

See "Chapter 3: Customisation" for more details.
Default setting: “templates/navigation.txt”

$sort_template

This is the template to use for the “Sort Entries” drop down menu.

This menu normally appears at the top of the “View Entries” page.

Default setting: “templates/sort_menu.txt”

$search_template
This is the template to use for the “Search Entries” page.

This page allows u to search all entries by any field, with various options.

Default setting: “templates/search.html”
$results_template

This is the template to use for the “Search Results” page.

This page displays the results from the above search page.

Default setting: “templates/search_results.html”
$results_layout

This file contains the style for individual search results. The format for this file is nearly identical to the individual entries template used on the “View Entries” page.

Default setting: “templates/results_layout.txt”

$countriesfile
This file simply contains a drop down menu containing a list of countries.

This list of countries is used on the Add Entry form (or anywhere else you like). 

Default setting: “templates/countries.txt”
Admin Template Files:
$adminfile
This is the path to the template you would like to use for the Administration section of your guestbook. The same applies for the path to this, as for all the above.
Default setting: “templates/admin.html”

$exp_template

This is the path to the template you wish to use for the “Export Entries” page.
The path to this can be absolute or relative.
Default setting: “templates/export.html”

$exp_res_template
This is the path to the template you wish to use for the “Export Entries” results page.

The path to this can again be absolute or relative.

$editfile
This is the path to the template you would like to use for the "Edit Entry" page, which is part of the Administration Chapter. This can be a relative or fully qualified path.
Default setting: “templates/edit.html”
$chpassfile
This is the path to the template you would like to use for the "Change Admin Password" page. This is the page where you change the administrator password for GuestWho.
Default setting: “templates/chpass.html”
Confirmation Template Files:
$thankyou_confirm
This is the path to the template which is displayed after a successful guestbook entry.

This page would typically have a message such as "Thankyou for your entry".
Default setting: “templates/thankyou_confirm.html”
$delete_confirm
This is the path to the template you wish to be displayed after you delete a guestbook entry.

This page would typically contain a message like "Thank you, this entry has been deleted".
Default setting: “templates/delete_confirm.html”
$edit_confirm
This is the path to the template you would like displayed after you edit an entry.

Typically this page would contain a message such as "Thank you, the entry has been successfully edited".
Default setting: “templates/edit_confirm.html”

$chpass_confirm
This is the path to the template you wish to have displayed after you successfully change the admin password. This is fairly self explanatory.
Default setting: “templates/chpass_confirm.html”
Error Template Files:
$blankpass_error
This is the path to the template you want to display if the new password field is left blank on the "Change Admin Password" page. Typically this page would contain a message such as:  "Sorry, you cannot have a blank admin password".

Default setting: "templates/blankpass_error.html"
$pass_nomatch_error
This is the path to the template that should be displayed if the "New Password" and "Confirm New Password" fields don't match, on the "Change Admin Password" page. You would typically have a message on this page such as "Please make sure new and confirm passwords match".
Default setting: "templates/pass_nomatch_error.html"

$incorrect_old_pass_error
This is the path to the template that should be displayed if the supplied old admin password is incorrect when trying to use the "Change Admin Password" feature. Typically this page would contain a message such as "Please make sure you entered the old password correctly".

Default setting: "templates/incorrect_old_pass_error.html"

$already_posted_error
This is the path to the template that should be displayed if a person tries to post more than once in an hour. Typically this would say something like: "Sorry, you have already posted once this hour".
Default setting: "templates/already_posted_error.html"
Global Configuration Options:
$entrylog
This is the path to the file where all GuestWho’s entries are stored (clear text file).
Depending on your server environment, you may or may not need to manually create this.
This again may be a relative or fully qualified path. 

Default setting: “entry_logs/entries.log”

$smutfile
This is the path to the file containing a list of bad words that should be filtered out.

Leave this blank to disable the smut filter feature.
Default setting: “templates/smut.txt”

$pagetitle
This is the title used on all pages, by default this is "Guestwho".

$pagesig
This is a small message to include on pages using the “%%SIGNATURE%%" tag.

Typically this would be something like: "Powered by GuestWho v2.1".

$ubbenable
This option enables or disables UBB code. Set it to 1 to enable, or 0 to disable. 
Enabled by default.
$iconpath
This is the path to the directory where emoticons (small graphics that replace text emotions ;-) are located. Leave this setting blank if you wish to disable emoticons.
See Chapter 5: Miscellaneous Features for more information on emoticons.

Default setting: "templates/emotes"
$perpage
This is the number of entries to display on each page before creating a new one.

This can be any number you like, and by default is set to 3.
N.B. Pages are generated dynamically, so physical entry pages are not created.
$maxlength
This is the maximum permissible length of a word (in characters) before splitting it into multiple lines. This setting is a matter of preference, and is set to 80 characters by default.

$emailhide

This option shows or hides the display of email addresses when viewing entries.

After a successful admin login, email addresses will be visible to the administrator.

Set this option to 1 to hide emails, 0 to show emails. By default emails are hidden.

@required_fields
This is a list of the form fields that the person signing the guestbook must fill in.

Each field name should be surrounded by quotes, and have a comma after it.
Example: @required_fields = ('name','email','country','comments');

%html_fields

This is a list of form fields which you wish to apply HTML formatting to.

For example, you may wish to make a field bold, underlined, or even make it into a link.

Possible options are: “bold”, “italic”, “underline” and “link”.

Example: %html_fields = (website => "link", name => "bold", country => "italic");
$timedif
This is the time difference in hours, between Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) and your local time zone. Tip: to find out your time difference, look at the "Time Zone" tab under the Date/Time control panel.
Default setting: 10 (Australian EST)

Advanced Options (Experts Only):
Warning: 

The following advanced settings are for people who know what they are doing. 

These settings are vital to the running of GuestWho, and should not need to be altered.

$actionsdir
This is the directory where the *.pl action library files will be loaded from.

These libraries handle all actions such as submit, view, admin, etc.

Each action has its own subdirectory inside this main actions directory, which corresponds to a particular action of GuestWho. See the developer’s notes at the end of this manual for details.
Default setting: “./guestwho_libs/actions”

$commondir
This is the directory where the *.pl common library files will be loaded from.
These libraries handle miscellaneous functions such as date/time and file I/O.
Each set of common libraries that fall into the same category have their own subdirectory. 

See the developer’s notes at the end of this manual for details.

Default setting: “./guestwho_libs/common”
$adminpass
This variable stores the encrypted password to use for the administration section of the guestbook. You should immediately change this password by doing the following:

1. Log into the Admin section of GuestWho with the default password of “qwerty”.

2. Selecting the "Change Password" option from the "Action" drop-down list.

3. Click the “Submit” button.

4. Fill in the old password, new password, and confirm password fields.

5. Click the “Submit” button. You should get a confirmation message if you succeeded.

You should not change this setting manually, as it is likely to leave the admin section inaccessible.

Instead use the above procedure to change the password through in the interface provided.
Chapter 2: Uploading

Now you have configured GuestWho successfully, it’s time to upload everything to your site.

Following the instructions below, you should be able to successfully install GuestWho.

1. Upload the GuestWho tarball to your site, and unpack to your document root 

(e.g. /home/mysite/public_html). 
By default all files belonging to GuestWho are in their appropriate subdirectories after unpacking the tarball.

For clarity, a complete file list is included which details where each file should be, and how file permissions should be set. If you are unclear about anything, please consult this file, “DIR_LISTING” for help.
2. Unix/Linux: After uploading the files, set the correct file permissions:
cd /home/mysite/public_html/guestwho-2.1/

sh fix_permissions.sh

This small script will set the necessary permissions for you.
3. Having successfully uploaded and chmoded your files, GuestWho is now ready for use.
Chapter 3: Customisation (optional)
All template files that make up GuestWho, may be fully customised to from the defaults, or designed from scratch with ease. This is just one of the many advantages of GuestWho.
GuestWho templates are the same as any other web page, with the exception that they allow certain “dynamic” content with the addition of a few special tags. 
These special tags we refer to as “content tags”, and are unique to GuestWho.
Typically these tags take one of two formats:

1. %%SPECIAL%%
This format is used for tags common to all templates such as date and time.
An example of this would be %%DATE%% or %%TIME%% (See Below).

2. <!--%%SPECIAL%%-->
This format is predominately used for action specific tags, which are used only in one template or a set of templates. An example of an action specific or page specific tag is 
<!--%%BEGIN_ENTRIES%%-->, used on the “View Entries” page (See Below).
Dynamic, template based content is not just limited to entire pages. GuestWho also provides you with the ability to customise the look and feel of individual entries; this feature makes use of the following content tag:

%%INPUT_FIELD%%
Where "INPUT_FIELD" is the name of a particular entry field. Such entry fields may include "COUNTRY", "NAME" or even “EMAIL”, depending on which fields were supplied.
The exact field names that are available, will depend on which fields you request users to fill in when signing your GuestWho guestbook. The following example shows a typical form field:
<input type="text" name="first_name”>
In the above example, you are requesting a user to fill in a field named “first_name”; this will create a content tag named %%FIRST_NAME%% which then can be used to display the result.
The default template for individual entries, “entries_layout.txt” will provide you with an example of how these content tags can be applied to achieve a seamless looking page with all your entries.
N.B. The above system also applies to the "Edit Entry" page; see the default template for examples of how to apply these tags in this situation.
We will split the 'content tags' into four different categories:
1. Action specific tags
– Specific to a particular ‘action’ or function of GuestWho.

2. General content tags
– Add dynamic data such as entry details or page titles.
3. URL tags
– Add URLs to access certain functions of GuestWho.
4. Date/Time tags 
– Add the current date and time. 
N.B. Time is in the format HH:MM AM/PM (e.g. 12:30 PM), while date is in the format DD/MM/YYYY.

The following is a list of all tags, and their relevant functions, grouped by category:
Action Specific Tags:
Action specific tags usually take the format <!--%%SPECIAL%%--> or <!—SPECIAL-->, and are used on a single page (e.g. Change Password), or a set of related pages that form part of the same action (e.g. Admin).
The following are a list of action specific tags and their usage, if you’re unsure about any of them, take a look at the code from the default templates; they make use of all GuestWho specific tags.
<!--BEGIN ENTRIES-->
This tag is used on the “View Entries” page, to position where the guestbook entries should start.
You should place this tag once and once only in the desired position in the associated template.
<!--%%ENTRYLIST%%-->
This tag is used on the “Administration” page to provide a drop down list of all guestbook entries. 

Each item in the drop down list will have both the entry number and the person’s name. 

Example: 001 – Chris Ralph

Again, place this tag once, and once only in the desired position in the associated template.

<!--%%SEARCH_OPTS%%-->
This tag is used exclusively on the “Search Entries” page to provide a drop down list of searchable fields. The tag itself only generates the individual list items, so you should put it inside a select box.

Example: <select name=”field”><!--%%SEARCH_OPTS%%--></select>
This tag may be used as many times as desired on the page, but generally once suffices.

<!--%%QUERY%%-->
This tag is used on the “Search Results” page to display the search string that was specified.

Example: Below are the results of your search for <!--%%QUERY%%-->

You may place this tag anywhere in the template, but generally it’s used before the search results as in the above example.

<!--%%MAXRESULTS%%-->
This tag is used on the “Search Results” page to display the number of results found.

Example: Your search for <!--%%QUERY%%--> returned <!--%%MAXRESULTS%%--> results.
Again you may place this tag anywhere on the page, and even in multiple places if desired.

Generally though, this tag is used in conjunction with <!--%%QUERY%%--> as in the example above.
<!—BEGIN_SEARCH_RESULTS-->
This tag is used to position where the individual search results on the “Search Results” page should start. Place this tag once and once only in the desired position in the associated template.
<!—ECHO_PAGE_NUMS-->
This tag is used to display a series of page numbers if there is more than one page of search results.

Each number will be clickable and it will look something like this: << Prev 1 2 3 4 Next >>
This tag may be used anywhere on the page, and in multiple places if desired.
General Content Tags:

%%NAVIGATION%%

This tag is used to display a navigational menu on any page of GuestWho.

The default template uses this for the left hand navigation menu, allowing a single set of links to be displayed across as many pages as desired. This corresponds to the $navfile setting in chapter 1.
%%COUNTRIES%%
This tag is used to display a drop down list of countries as contained in the file specified in $countriesfile. The default template makes use of this on the Add Entry page, but it can be used anywhere you desire.

%%ENTRY%%

This tag is used to display the current entry in a number of places, including editing entries, displaying entries, and in confirmation pages. See the default template files for examples of its usage.
%%INPUT_FIELD%%

This tag is not used literally as above, but instead covers a series of tags.

These tags are used to display information from a specific entry field, and can be used for displaying entries on the “View Entries” or “Edit Entry” pages, as well as displaying info in search results.

Each tag corresponds to one form field that was requested when the entry was added.
Refer back to the start of this chapter for more information.

URL Tags:
N.B. URL tags are applicable to all areas of GuestWho regardless of the current action.
%%SCRIPT_URL%%

This tag is used to display the URL (web address) to GuestWho’s main *.cgi file.
Typical usage would be to display a link to the welcome page.

Example: <a href=”%%SCRIPT_URL%%”>Welcome</a>
%%ADD_URL%%

This tag represents the URL to the Add Entry (sign guestbook) page of GuestWho.

Typical usage would be to display a link for people to sign your guestbook. 
Example: <a href=”%%ADD_URL%%”>Sign Guestbook</a>
%%VIEW_URL%%

This tag represents the URL to the “View Entries” page where guestbook entries are displayed.
The typical usage would be to display a link for people to view your guestbook.

Example: <a href=”%%VIEW_URL%%”>View Guestbook</a>
Date/Time Tags:
%%DATE%%
This tag displays the current date, in the format dd/mm/yyyy (day, month, year).

Mainly used to display today’s date to visitors, but can be used for anything really.

%%TIME%%
This tag displays the current time, in the format hh:mm (hours, minutes).

Mainly used to display the current time to visitors, but can be used for anything.
Chapter 4: Getting to Know "Guestwho"

Having successfully installed and optionally customised "Guestwho", it's time to start using it.

Using "Guestwho?" can be divided into two sections: General Operations and Administration.

A brief introduction on each section follows:

General Operations:
General Operations is sub-divided into two sections, the first being Adding Entries, the second, Viewing Entries (viewing guestbook signatures).

When you first view "GuestWho?”, the default welcome page will be displayed (unless you are using a custom template).  At the top of this page there should be two links: "Add Entry" and "View Entries". 
The instructions that follow relate to these two links:
Adding Entries
To add an entry (sign the guestbook), simply click the "Add Entry" link, and you will be taken to a form, from which you fill in the required information, and click "Submit". You should then see either a confirmation page for success, or an error page asking you to fill in required information you may have missed. Which fields are required and which aren’t can be set in gwconfig.pl, as described in chapter 1.
Viewing Entries
To view the first page of entries in your guestbook, click on the "View Entries" link.

You should see a page of guestbook entries, the number of entries on the page depends on the number per page which you set back in chapter 1 (see $perpage).
If there is more than one page of entries in your guestbook, there will be a series of buttons at the bottom of the page, one of which will have “Page 2 >>”, another will have something like “>>|’.  
Clicking the first button will take you to the next page of entries, while clicking the second will jump to the very last page.
Administration:

GuestWho administration has three main sections: Removing Entries (permanently), Editing Entries, and changing the administrator password (more features may be added in future releases).

To enter the Administration page of GuestWho, you will need to type the following into your browser:

http://www.yoursite.com/cgi-bin/guestwho.cgi?action=admin
Of course, you would replace "www.yoursite.com" with the address of your website.  

If you have not installed GuestWho into your site’s cgi-bin, you will need to replace this with the appropriate directory where it is located.

If you entered the address correctly, you will be presented with a page asking for the Admin password. By default this is "qwerty" (no quotes), but if you've changed it, you will need to know what it is.

Once the password is correctly entered, you will be taken to an admin page.

From this page you can select to either edit a specific entry, or delete a specific entry.
The following instructions relate to the above page:
Removing Entries
From the main admin page, do the following:

1. Select which entry you want to delete, from the "Entry Number" drop-down box.

2. Select "Delete Entry" from the "Action" drop-down box.

3. Click the "Submit" button.

You should now see a confirmation page informing you that the selected entry has been deleted.

At the bottom of the page there should also be a link back to the main admin page.

Editing Entries
From the main admin page, do the following:

1. Select which entry you want to edit, from the "Entry Number" drop down box.

2. Select "Modify Entry" from the "Action" drop-down box.

3. Click the "Submit" button.

You should now be presented with a page containing a series of form inputs; each of these will contain associated data from the selected entry (e.g. name, website, country, etc).
You may now make any* desired changes to the entry, and when finished, click the “Submit” button.
You should now see a confirmation page, informing you that the selected entry has been successfully edited.

*You may change any field you desire, with the exception of the entry number. 

This prevents duplicate entries and keeps everything neat.
Changing the Admin Password
From the main admin page, do the following:

1. Select "Change Password" from the "Action" drop-down box and click "Submit".

    You will now be taken to the "Change Admin Password" page.

2. Enter the old password in the first box, and the new password in the other 2 boxes.

    Make sure the new password is the same in the last 2 boxes, and click "Submit".

3. The admin password should now be successfully changed. If not, you will be presented with an error.

Chapter 5: Miscellaneous Features

This chapter covers features of GuestWho, that don't fit anywhere else in the manual.

These features include UBB code, Emoticons, SPAM, and Smut filters.

A description of each feature follows:

UBB Code:
GuestWho supports a common replacement for standard HTML tags, known as UBB Code (or Ultimate Bulletin Board Code). This was first introduced by InfoPop, makers of Ultimate Bulletin Board.
UBB code looks very similar to HTML, except with square brackets ([]) instead of angle brackets (<>), and the following describes some of the supported tags and their uses.
[URL] http://www.guestwho.com [/URL]
Creates an HTML (a href) link to http://www.guestwho.com
[EMAIL] me@myaddress.com [/EMAIL]
Creates an email (mailto:) link to me@myaddress.com
[IMG] some_image.gif [/IMG]
Inserts the image "some_image.gif" into the message.
[QUOTE] Some text here [/QUOTE] 
Indents the contained text, and precedes it with "quote:"
[b] Text here will be bold [/b]
Makes any text between [b] and [/b], appear in bold text.

[i] Text here will be italic [/i]
Makes any text between [i] and [/i], appear in italics.

Emoticons:
Emoticons are just another variation of smilies, small graphics used to show emotion in messages.  Currently only a small collection of emoticons are supported, but we hope to add more in the future.
To use an emoticon in your post, just type the specified characters from the list below:
[image: image1.png]@dopocevceace

) or (h)
@ or @





Spam Filter:
A spam filter is used to makes sure people can only post 1 message per hour; this prevents abuse known as spam. GuestWho contains this functionality, and is fully automated, requiring no action on your part.
Smut Filter:
A smut filter does just what the name implies, filters out smut from guestbook entries.

GuestWho contains a more advanced smut filter than most other guestbooks have.
The main difference is that GuestWho filters out smut words that are part of other words, and keeps the first and last letters of the smut word, allowing you to at least make sense of the profanities. 

This is opposed to other guestbooks, which match only the smut word itself, and replace the whole thing, often using the same number of asterixis (***) for every word; hence making it impossible to understand what the person has written (for those that would care to read such entries).

The following examples demonstrate the difference between GuestWho and others:
GuestWho:
If I put "hate" as a smut word, all occurrences of the word would be replace with "h**e".

If I put "love" as a smut word, it would be replaced with “l**e”, and would also replace “lover” with “l**er”.
Others:
If I put "love" as a smut word, all occurrences of the word would be replaced with "****".

If I put "antidisestablishmentarianism" as a smut word, it would probably also be replaced with "****".

The system works off a simple text file (defined in the $smutfile, chapter 1), which contains a list of words (smut) which you would like filtered out of your guestbook entries.

Chapter 6: Support
If you require support or assistance with GuestWho you may contact the author (Chris) at the following address: webmaster@guestwho.com
The majority of questions can be answered within 24 hours, but some may take up to 3 or more days, so please be patient when mailing us for support.
If you have any corrections or suggestions to add to this manual, please contact us at the above address so we may share it with everyone. If we use your suggestion, we’ll give you credit for it here.
Chapter 7: Developer Notes
This chapter contains information on GuestWho useful to software developers or anyone that would like to customise or study the workings of GuestWho. This chapter is optional reading.
Developer notes for GuestWho are divided into different sections, a description of each follows:
GuestWho libraries and the actions loader:
This section details how GuestWho’s library files are structured, and how the actions loader in the main script works to load each of these as needed.

GuestWho’s libraries mainly consist of a one or two common functions, or a single action function.

The actions subdirectory consists of a series of further subdirectories, each named after the action they contain. For example, to view entries, the “view” action is invoked; this action consists of three files all located in the actions/view subdirectory.

When a request for a particular action is received, GuestWho’s actions loader (load_subs()) checks to see if we have a function associated with the requested action, and if so, performs the following:
1. Changes directory to the subfolder associated with the requested action (e.g. “actions/view/”).

2. Loads all *.pl files in the directory, which will contain necessary functions for this action.

3. Finds the main function associated with the action in %action_subs() (e.g. “show_entries”).

4. Finally loads the above function to handle the requested action.

If no function is associated with the requested action, the “actions/welcome.pl” library is loaded to handle the display of the welcome page.

Note: load_subs() is also used to load common libraries from the “common” subdirectory. This is done automatically before the actions loader is called with the requested action.

The basic steps from GuestWho being invoked up to the main action being executed are as follows:

1. Call load_subs() to load the common libraries required by all main functions.

2. Call datetime() to get the current date and time to use in the functions.

3. Call load_subs() again to load the function associated with the requested action.
To add a custom action (set of functions) to GuestWho, you would do the following:

1. Create a subdirectory of “actions” with the same name as your action (e.g. “my_new_action”).

2. Place all the libraries (*.pl files) associated with your function into the above subdirectory.

3. Edit %action_subs to associate your action with a specific function to handle it.


Example: %action_subs = (… action_name => “function_name”); 

The common libraries that make up GuestWho are located in subdirectories of “common”, according to their general purpose as follows:
1. cookies
– Related to the handling of cookies.
2. date-time
– Related to handling dates and times.

3. file-io
– Related to file input/output (e.g. getfile(), get_data(), etc).
4. filters
– Exclusively used to filter or process certain information (e.g. smut)

5. misc
– Anything that doesn’t fit into one of the above categories.

If you wish to add custom libraries to GuestWho, simply create another subdirectory of your choosing, and place your custom libraries within this subdirectory. As all common libraries are loaded automatically, it is not necessary to explicitly load libraries by name from GuestWho.
GuestWho log format and associated parsing functions:

This section details the GuestWho log format used to store entries, and the main functions associated with parsing this log format.
The format of the GuestWho log file is as follows:

1. Each field/value pair will be on a new line, separated by “::” (e.g. name::value).

2. Each entry consists of a number of these field/value pairs.

3. At the end of each entry, there is a small tag “<NEXT>”.

A sample entry may look something like this (line numbers provided for clarity):

1. entry::1

2. date::05/04/1983

3. time::12:45AM

4. name::My Name

5. email: foo@bar.com

6. comments::I like your website

7. <NEXT>

Lines 1 – 6 are just field/value pairs as described above, and are part of entry number 1.

Line 7 tells us that’s where that entry stops and a new one should begin the next time.

GuestWho has a function get_data() that handles parsing (reading) of this log format, and packages all the entries up into a neat little associative array (or hash) for us to use however we like.

This hash is 2 dimensional (a hash of hash references), and looks something like this:

$hash{1}{‘entry’} – Entry 1, “entry” field.

$hash{1}{‘name’} – Entry 1, “name” field.

Note: The first dimension of the hash is numbered in order from newest entry to oldest, not in order of entry number (ie. $hash{1} does not mean entry number 1). Due to the nature of associative arrays, you should always pass the hash through a sort function to achieve a definite order.
Miscellaneous:

In future releases this will contain further information, for now please read the comments contained in relevant sections of GuestWho for anything not covered here.

Should you have any questions about the development of GuestWho, or know of something that belongs here, please contact the author at: webmaster@guestwho.com 

(Please allow 24 – 48 hours for a response)

END OF DOCUMENATION
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